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this preacher calculated to incite the feelings of his
co-religionists against the English. Once at Calcutta,
whilst preaching the jihad against the Sikhs, he was
interrogated as to his reasons for not proclaiming a
religious war against the British, who were also
infidels. In reply, he said that under the English rule
Mohammedans were not persecuted, and as they were
the subjects of that Government, they were bound by
their religion not to join in a jihad against it. At this
time thousands of armed men and large stores of muni-
tions of war were collected in India for the jihad
against the Sikhs. Commissioners and magistrates
were aware of this, and they reported the facts to the
Government. They were directed not to interfere, as
the Government was of opinion that their object was
not inimical to the British. In 1824 these jihadis
against the Sikhs reached the frontier.

During the second period the Wahabi cause waned.
When Peshawur again fell into the hands of the Sikhs;
numbers of the learned men amongst the followers of
Syed Ahmed and Moulavi Ismail lost heart completely.
It may interest my readers to learn that Mahbub Ali
was in 1857 summoned by the rebel leader, Bukht
Khan, and requested to sign the proclamation for a
religious war against the English. He refused, and
told Bukht Khan that the Mohammedan subjects of
the British Government could not, according to the
precepts of their religion, rise up in arms against their
rulers. He, moreover, reproached him and his
followers for the inhuman cruelties perpetrated by them
towards the European ladies and children.

Dr. Hunter maintains (page 79) that " about thirty
years ago one of the Caliphs came on a missionary
tour to Bengal, settled there, became trusted by all
the neighbouring landed proprietors, and preached
rebellion with great force and unction." He also,
says our author, " forwarded yearly supplies of men
and money to the propaganda at Patna, for trans-
mission to the frontier camp." Now this brings us
back to the year 1841 or so, when several years had
still to elapse before the Panjab was annexed by the
British. Does Dr. Hunter really believe that men and
money were forwarded at that time to enable the
frontier people to attack the English? I think he will